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DELTA UPSILON FRATERNITY 


TORONTO CHAPTER WAR COMMITTEE, WAR LETTER No. 5 


October 15th, 1917. 


HONORS RECEIVED SINCE LAST WAR LETTER. 


Lieut. E. C. Bevan, 16, Military Cross, April, 1917. 

Lieut. Col. John Arthur Clarke, 06, Bar to Distinguished Service Order. 

Captain Cleveland Keyes, ’16, Military Cross, June, 1917; also mentioned 
in Despatches. 

Flight Commander J. E. Sharman, '17, Bar to Distinguished Service Cross, 
August 12, 1917; also Croix de Guerre avec deux Palmes. 

Captain A. C. Spencer, ’'07, Mentioned in Despatches. 

Lieut. Howard Webster, Mentioned in Despatches prior to receiving the 
Military Cross. 


CHANGES IN CHAPTER WAR DIRECTORY 


Full Directory in next letter. 

Number who have volunteered for Active Service: 
Canadian Expeditionary Force: 87 
American Expeditionary Force: 3 


Brown, Capt. Hubert, ’12, C.A.M.C., on Staff of Liverpool Hospital. 

Ballantyne, Capt. C. C., 13, C.A.M.C., Westcliffe Canadian Hospital, Folkstone, Kent, Eng. 
Candee, Newton, ’13, Cadet University Training Co., Victoria College, Toronto, Ont. 

Gallie, Capt. J. Gordon, ’08, Cor. St. Clair Ave. and Warren Rd., Toronto. 

Hendry, Lieut. Col. W. B., "95—O. C. Canadian Military Hospital, Basingstoke, Herts, Eng. 
Howland, Capt. Goldwin W., ’00, C.A.M.C., Base Hospital, Toronto. 


Keachie, Gunner Lester, 713, No. 2327326, Canadian Siege Reserves, Army Post Office, London, Eng. 


Keyes, Capt. C., 16, ‘‘C’’ Battery, 83rd Brigade, 18th Div., R.F.A. 

La Venture, Gerald O., Bdr., No. 337804, “E”’ Batt., Can. A.A.A.—B.E.F. 

Jameson, Capt. Ross, ’06, C.A.M.C., Hampstead Military Hospital, Eng. 

MacLean, Lieut. D. J., 18, R.F.C., Brooklands, Weybridge, Eng. 

Webster, Lieut. D. B., °19, Royal Canadian Horse Artillery, B.E.F. 

Webster, Lieut. Howard, ’18, 33rd Battery, Canadian Field Artillery. 

Wood, Lieut. F. H., ’01, British Prisoner of War, 4th C.M.R., at Krefeldt, Germany. 

Wright, Lieut. W. J. T., 711, c/o Canadian Bank of Commerce, Lombard Street, London, Eng. 


IN MEMORIAM 
FLIGHT COMMANDER JOHN EDWARD SHARMAN 
RoIN. (A... 
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE CROSS—BAR—CROIX DE GUERRE 
AVEC DEUX PALMES 
KILLED IN ACTION, JULY 22nd, 1917. 


On July 23rd, the Admiralty cabled Mr. W. G. A. Lambe, Toronto, that Flight Commander 
J. E. Sharman was missing and believed to have been killed. Further cables were received from London, 
the Admiralty reporting they had no further word or particulars, and friends of Lieut. Sharman kept 
hoping that he had saved himself and would turn up, either in a hospital, or even in a prison in Germany. 


Brother Sharman had proved himself a great airman. Last October he was in England and was 
in the raid when two German Zeppelins were brought down. In February, he was made Flight Sub- 
Lieut. of No. 3 Wing, R.N.A.S., and was in France. - In June,’ he was awarded the Bar to the Distin- 
guished Service Cross, having received the Cross. itself, sometime ,earlier for unreported good work in 
the Aerial Service. The awarding of the Bar to D.S.C,.was in recognition of his courage and skill in 
attacking enemy aircraft while on patrol on the evening of June 14th. He observed five Albatross 
scouts and dived on one, firing at about fifty feet range, the scout going down in a spin. He attacked, 
with six others, on June 24th, fifteen Albatross, and déstroyed one after a combat ‘at close range, its 
right plane and tail falling off. At the: time he was killed, he had eaces Tce the high honor from the 
French for valor—‘‘Croix de Guerre avec deux Palmes.”.. ._. 


In the letters from: his friends to the Fraternity, the same thoubsite drewvecibt “Ed. was a splendid 
man at his work, popular with his fellow officers, and worthy of the honors conferred upon him. 


In the death of Brother Sharman the Fraternity loses an honored and respected member, and the 
R.N.A.S. a brave and valuable pilot. Of the three SEIS which have to date occurred in the ranks 
of Delta Upsilon, two have :been in the Air Servicé.., f 


NEWS ITEMS. 


Capt. C. C. Ballantyne, '18, was reported 2nd Senior in throat work in West Cliff. Canadian 
Hospital, Folkstone, Kent, England. 


The infant son of the late Col. S. G. Beckett was recently christened in London, eiviond It 
will be remembered that the baby was born about six weeks after his father was killed at Vimy Ridge. 
A hundred Canadians were present, including seventeen of the officers who had fought under Col. Beckett. 


Lieut. E. C. Bevan, ’16, who was on leave recently, was with his Battery in the thick of the Spring 
advance, and was awarded the Military Cross in April last. 


No. 927 S/Sgt. Bart Brebner, C.A.M.C. Depot, Westenhanger, Kent, England, writes: ‘By a 
combination of sheer accident and some pull I was sent back from Salonica on the 3lst of July to enter 
an Artillery School here...... I got two weeks’ leave when I reported here, but the Officer Cadet Units 
are full just now and I must wait here until an opening occurs. 


Brother Newton Candee, 13, is now a Cadet in the C.O.T.C. under Captain Malcolm Wallace, ’96. 


The Alumni Board extends again its congratulations to Brother Lieut. Col. J. A. Clark on receiving 
the Bar to D.S.O. This added decoration was awarded for displaying the utmost courage during an 
assault. 


Lieut. J. H. Clark, ’12, after a long period of silence, 
writes on August 24th, from a dugout captured from ‘“‘Fritz’’— 
just as he is finishing a dinner of “‘good steak and onions’’— 
‘which I packed a little tighter with peanut butter, bread and 
black currant jam (not issue).’”’ Brother Jim says he met 


1] Major Mel Hart, and “by a strange coincidence I got War 
f Letter No.3 just before going out for a ride and as I was ina 
} hurry, | read it as I rode along on the horse.” (To the Board 
figs this sounds a rather unconvincing argument for Jim’s prowess 
| in equitation.: Send more dope, Jim.) Later, states that it 


@ 2é eae CAH will be shortly ‘“Major” Weir, and that from all accounts Gordon 
SINCE GOING TO PRESS Above Proto areive> has certainly earned the promotion as there is not a better or 
ALUMNI BOARD NOW SATISFIED JIM DOES RIDE Y 5 CVE - ae r T Fast oa s F 2 

rere gamer M. G. Officer in the country. Brother Jim says he saw 

Jeff Preston, Court Woodyat and Roy Walters at Witley Camp, and says they are all grousing about 

being held in England so long, but Jim’s point of view is that in another year or so the war will be a 

great deal more interesting that at present—‘‘I don’t refer to any new and more horrible death pro- 

ducing engines of destruction, but more to the fact that we will be billeted in German territory. ihe 

I have often thought the war wouldn’t be a half bad game if you could always be sure of fighting in enemy 

country—luxurious billets, the best of fittings for your dugouts, free wine, free beer (and here follows the 

modest desire for a sight of the opposite sex), | have often thought that in Jeff’s case it would be more 
attractive.” 


Lieut. Graham Evans, '17, on August 18th, was convalescing in the Royal Free Hospital, Gray’s 
Inn Road, London, W.C., where, after three months of French Hospitals, he said he was progressing 
famously and is abie to indulge in all the luxuries of returning health. Says he saw Dan Maclean but 
forgot to ask him for his address, Closes saying: ‘‘Do your best to keep ‘Bill James’ straight.”’ 


Capt. Almon A. Fletcher,'’13, whose father recently died, has applied for an extension of leave. 


Major Archie Foulds, ’04 is still with the 123rd Battalion. They are familiarly known as ‘‘The 
Wandering Jews’ owing to constant changes. Archie was fortunate to have Mrs. Foulds join him for 
his ten days’ leave in Paris. He writes, on August 19th, and says he is sure that the War Letters are 
keeping ‘grads and undergrads’ in touch with each other better than any device that was ever thought 
of in the far away days of peace. States that he has at last seen Col. Clark, after many previous at- 
tempts—‘“‘I hear from others that he jolly well deserves the honors he has received...... the Fraternity 
may be proud to claim him as one of its members.”’. Also saw Brother Alex. Spencer—‘‘The Comparative 
frequency with which one runs across old friends out here is a compensation for some of the other features 
of the war.”’ Capt. Gordon Gallie, ’11, is now discharged from the Canadian Expeditionary Force 
on account of ill-health. He is now on the staff of the Davisville Military Hospital for light duty, and 
has resumed his private practice in Toronto. 


Major Thomas Gibson is now with the 4th Canadian Labor Battalion, B.E.F., France. Has been 
there for some months now, and was in the ‘Big Push’ and was fortunate enough to come through. Has 
met some of the boys and is well. 


On September 4th there was the sad news of the accidental death of Brother Charles W. Graham, 
706, when he was returning from his home in Bradford and his motor car turned turtle over an embank- 
ment ‘and he was instantly killed. Lieut. Victor Graham, Reserve Battalion of the 72nd, C.E.F., at 
Seaford Camp, England, is a brother. The Fraternity extends its sympathy to Brother Graham in 
his loss. 


From Brother C. B. Henderson comes the message: ‘‘The War is still on!’ Had been to London 
recently, ‘but it didn’t cost me anything, Hubert Brown was buying, and Bill Wright tried to get Duff 
Wood and Murray Robertson by phone to let them in on it.’’ Brother Henderson is reported tem- 
porarily with the Royal Engineers. It is understood that the appointment was due to his large ex- 
derience in engineering real estate deals,. 


Brother Goldwin W. Howland, ’00, is now Captain, and Neurologist to the Base Hospital, Toronto, 
in charge of the nerve cases, also at the Spadina and Davisville Military Hospitals. 


Capt. R. A. Jameson, ’06, after being with the Ontario Military Hospital at Orpington, has been 
appointed to the British Medical Research Commission with Headquarters at Hampstead Military 
Hospital, England. 


Gunner Lester Keachie, ’13, writes September 21st, from Witley Camp, England, and makes good 
his promise, before leaving Canada, that he would be ‘‘a fine correspondent for the War Committee.” 
Regarding the delay of his first ‘‘news,’’ says: ‘‘You see, when men like Sir Douglas Haig, who are con- 
stantly more or less in the thick of things, often say ‘there is nothing to report’ there ought to be some 
excuse for a gunner who has yet to hear a gun go off.” He reports that they have had some “good Cana- 
dian blue sky” and seems satisfied with the sunny days, and regarding the food control, says: ‘‘At Otter- 
pool we discovered two hopeful truths—one, that we were not going to suffer a slow death by starvation, 
and the other that the English drill sergeant, instead of being the symbol and expression of iron heel 
discipline, was really human, efficient and a good sort generally—with a flattering appreciation of Cana- 


dian ‘Players.’ . . . Fancy old Sliver (Mel Hart) being a Major and a M.C.—if he puts the same 
stuff into field tactics as he used to into some of our old ‘nullos’ hands—caveat kaiser.’’ Brother Keachie 
then extends his ‘‘best regards’’ to ‘‘the firm’’—“‘I hope the nimble crayon of partner Mathers is not 


making the city’s skyline altogether unrecognizable.” 


Brother Cleveland Keyes, ’16, has been awarded the Military Cross. He went over as 2nd Lieu- 
tenant, 83rd Brigade, R.F.A., in October, 1914. Later was made a Lieutenant, then Captain, and in 
January, 1917, was mentioned in Despatches for conspicuous bravery. 


Jerry La Venture writes from France that he has received the War Letter, also one from Bart 
Brebner at the same time, and says they were both welcomed and appreciated; ‘Newspapers, magazines, 
and books are all right in their way, but news from and concerning home and friends will ever be the 
‘be-all and end-all’.””. Jerry thinks the War Letter is the solution of the difficulty, and says: ‘‘My initial 
introduction to France and its people was on March 9th, and since the 28th of the same month I have 
been with the Canadian Anti-Aircraft Battery—there is only one of ours, and am very fortunate indeed.” 


Capt. N. L. LeSueur, ’09, writes an interesting letter of his doings in France. It will be remem- 
bered that Brother LeSueur went over with the 70th Battalion and was transferred to the 24th, the 
Victoria Rifles, from Montreal, and has been with them until now attached to the staff of the 7th Cana- 
dian Infantry Brigade. He had received the cigarettes, the gift of the Chicago D. U. Club, but due to 
losing the address, was unable to thank them personally: ‘‘Will you please convey to them my sincere 
appreciation of their thoughtfulness. . . . It is an indication of the spirit which we over here are 
very glad to see as we are looking forward to our American Cousins doing splendid things when they 
arrive.”’ Says he has met many of the boys—sometimes it is almost like a re-union. “I have also 
seen Gordon Weir and Jack Ramsay a couple of times. . . . Gordon is just the same as ever. A TG 
I returned to my billet one night to find everything turned upside downintrue D. U.style . . . found 
Gordon close at hand and the usual D. U. stuff followed . . . he hasn’t changed a bit, and, as 
one might expect, is exceedingly popular with his men.’’ After the summer, Brother LeSueur was made 
Scout Officer and held that job through February when he went to the 5th Brigade to take over the 
duties of Staff Captain Intelligence who was going to England. Was with them until after the “big 
show” when he went back to the 24th Battalion in command of a company with the rank of Captain. 


Major Thomas R. Loudon, writes from Belgium, August 24th, and says that War Letter No. 4 
is one of the most appreciated documents that he has in his possession. In reference to the item in 
last War Letter regarding Stew. Bennett, says: “It was a great pleasure to run across him.’’ Also: 
“‘Wonder if Harry Nicholson remembers the time that some of us led him down a dark hall and let him 
stumble over a trunk.’’ Tommy has been teaching the officers of a very famous battalion how to play 
‘Socko’—the last man down said it was a bum game.”’ Brother Loudon’s battalion is now known as 
the Ist battalion Canadian Railway Troops, and he is 2nd in command of same and is doing well. 


Gunner P. F. McIntyre, 18, was reported gassed, on Thursday, September 13th, but the Alumni 
Board has been unable to get further news. 


Surgeon Probationer A. L. McKay, ’19 writes on June 28th that he had just received War Letter 
No. 3 and says that it is certainly a splendid idea to keep the fellows in touch with one another. As 
soon as Brother McKay landed in England he was shipped to Haslar Hospital, a large naval hospital 
at Portsmouth. While there, saw Joe Davidson and Don MacLean who had come over in the R.F.C. 
Brother Alec is now on duty with the North Sea Squadron, and says: ‘‘I cannot tell you where I am, 
what I see, or what I am doing . . . the sea has lost all terrors for me—you may trust me to the 
British Navy.” 

Lieut. D. J. MacLean, ’18, expects to go to France in the near future. It is reported that Brother 
MacLean has joined the ranks of the ‘‘Benedicts’”’ recently. The Alumni Board tenders congratulations 
provisional on confirmation. Local papers please copy. 


' Lieut. Gerald Megan, ’96, says the War Letters are full of interesting news and a most useful 
directory. Says he would like to send news, but seldom sees any D. U.’s . Though, since last April, 
has run across Max Kerruish, Gordon Weir and Jack Ramsay, also quite a few McGill D. U’s. 


Major A. W. MacPherson, ’07 is home on leave at Peterboro, Ontario. 


Capt. Harry M. Nicholson, 38rd Canadian Stationary Hospital, France, 
writes, August 20th, that he has received War Letter No. 4 and read it from 
“stem to stern’’—says he feels extremely proud of being a Canadian, also a D. U. 
Discussing the various honors which have been conferred upon the Chapter, 
says: ‘Think I should have been given the ‘Order of the Bath’ having on several 
occasions since leaving Canada, beaten all my previous records for accumulating 
Pee rea ee dirt, but as the ‘Order’ is a limited one, and as there are so many eligible for 
dp ave ote ae Vase it, I am afraid I should be down too far on the list.’’ In regard to a cross, or 
corner stones to the memory of the late Lieut. McCutcheon, Brother Nicholson states that he may be 
able to get permission to visit Warloy, and if any little token of respect is decided upon, he would feel 
it an honor to be allowed to take charge. Later on, he says: ‘“‘Hear that Bill Gordon is coming over to 
England to take command of the ‘Jewish Brigage,’—can this be true . . . or does he intend to 
form a flying squadron, with ‘Shuleim Elecheim’ as the pass-word . . . in any case, he is badly 
wanted to come over and put these ‘bums’ out of Belgium.” 


Capt. R. J. Orde, October 1st, received his discharge from the Service, having as he says: ‘‘been 
the victim of four Medical Boards, all of whom agree that I am unfit for further Military Service.’ We 
understand that Brother Orde is very popular with the 67th Battery. Upon his retirement he was 
given a beautiful gold watch from the men and a handsome ‘‘stick’’ from the officers, and, in addition, 
was tendered a theatre party, at which he shared the honors with Mayor Church of Toronto. 


Lieut. Murray Robertson, 714, was reported, on July 6th, as leaving again for the East, presum- 
ably Palestine. 


Major Harry P. Rossiter has been loaned to the Imperial Army and is now with an Imperial 
unit on lines of communication in France. 


From ‘‘Somewhere in France’’ comes a letter from Ansley Seymour who says he is back with his 
unit, No. 11 Canadian Field Ambulance, No. 531763, with another stripe to his arm and entitled to be 
called ‘“‘sergeant.’’ Had received his gift of cigarettes from the Chicago D. U. Club and appreciated 
them greatly. Says he sees very few of the D. U’s, but has seen Vic. Graham when he had trench feet 
sometime ago, and also saw Lester Husband at the ‘Field Sports’’ in which his battalion was taking 
part. Ansley says: ‘‘Lester is to be congratulated on his Military Cross and his men think very highly 
of him.” 

Captain M. A. Seymour, 715, has recently received his captaincy, and is now at Fort Worth, 
Texas, with the R.F.C. 


Capt. A. C. Spencer, 07, Canadian Light Horse, Canadian Army Corps, B.E.F., is now 2nd in 
command of a squadron, receiving his captaincy March 7th, 1917. Brother Spencer was Mentioned 
in Despatches for brave work, May last, says: “It has been good to meet other D. U.’s out here and 
that happens quite often . . . the same old bond is always there.” 


Flight Sub-Lieut. L. R. Shoebottom, can be addressed, R.N.A.S. Station, Sleaford, England. 
Lieut. Douglas B. Webster, ’19, was slightly wounded by shrapnel in the left arm. 


Lieut. Howard Webster, ’13, writes on July 15th, expressing his thanks for cable of congratula- 
tions upon his decoration, the Military Cross. His present address is 33rd Battery, C.F.A. Says 
he sees so many of the fellows that it is hard to remember them all, but mentions in particular, Lester 
Husband, Lisle LeSueur, Mel Hart, Col. Clark, Major Wilson, Tom Irving, Jack Ramsay, Gord. Weir, 
Duff Woods, Murray Robertson, Bill Wright, Tom Merritt, and Joe Davidson—everyone of them looking 
“top hole’’—but so far, has failed to meet his young brother, Doug. Brother Webster had, at the time 
of writing, just returned from ‘‘blighty’’—his first leave in a year, and describes the splendid time he had 
and how thoroughly he enjoyed it—the only trouble it was ten days too short. Says: ‘I was standing 
in the centre of Piccadily Circus (more or less) when at least 15 Hun machines flew over it on their last 
raid—hence the expression—arrived back safe at the front.’’ Brother Webster has been three times 
wounded—first by shrapnel, in the ear; second by a sniper, in the eye, which, however, proved to be slight, 
and third, at the time when he was awarded the Military Cross, recorded in last War Letter. 


Major Alec. Wilson is on three months’ leave in England for a course. Lucky Alec! 


Lieut. W. J. T. Wright, ’11, who went over to England with a draft of the 67th U. of T. Battery, 
writes from Belgium, early in September, at which time he is with Major Loudon in the Ist Battalion 
Canadian Railway Troops. Since that time, we understand he is attached to the Intelligence Staff 
of the 2nd Army and is acting as Intelligence Officer of the 6th Squadron, Royal Flying Corps. 


The Alumni Board extends its somewhat deferred congratulations to Capt. Gordon Weir, ’08, 
upon his marriage to Miss Freyda Taylor, August 8th, 1915. 


The following men of the Toronto Chapter have volunteered and were found physically deficient, 
or industrially too valuable, and are incapacitated for Active Service abroad: Joseph Banigan, ‘17, U.S. 
Ordnance Department; A. S. Mathers, 717, 4th Battalion, C.E.F.; James Wales, '18, in charge of Ex- 
perimental Laboratory of the Canadian Explosives Company at Nobel, Ontario; W. Zimmerman (Lieut.) 
C.M.R., unfit for Overseas. 


The Alumni Board extends to Mr. and Mrs. W. C. Foulds its sympathy upon the sudden death 
of their infant son during the summer. 


The Alumni Board of the Toronto Chapter has had the pleasure of meeting one American D. U. 
in training in Canada, Brother George M. Chritzman, American Aviation Corps. We repeat our invi- 
tation to all American D. U.’s to look us up when in Toronto, that we may have the opportunity of ex- 
tending a good time to them. 


The Toronto Chapter Alumni Board thanks the Buffalo Delta Upsilon Club for the following 
most courteous invitation: 
“To all alumni and undergraduate members of the McGill and Toronto 
Chapters who have seen service abroad during the great war, the Buffalo 
Delta Upsilon Club hereby extends a special invitation to be its guests 
during the Delta Upsilon Convention, October 26th and 27th, 1917. This 
invitation includes all entertainment while in attendance. The Buffalo 
Club will be greatly honored by many acceptances of this invitation.” 


At the Convention, Brother Capt. R. J. Orde will speak on his War experiences at the dinner, 
and Brother Banigan on the War Letter at the Smoker. Toronto expects to be represented by Bros. 
Gibson, Scully, Stewart, Megan, Hart, Boddy, James, Penn, Orde, Mathers and Banigan. A full 
report of the Convention will be obtained in the next War Letter. — 


Agreeable to request of the Executive Council, the War Committee now calls itself ‘‘The Toronto 
Chapter Alumni Board” and is composed of the undersigned: 


Fraternally, 
JOSEPH BANIGAN, 
R. R. HART, 
W. C. JAMES (LIEvtT.) 
701 Temple Building, Toronto, Ont. 
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